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not speak to their children in their own language. . . .l I bear
English no grudge. I even feel that, for certain purposes, some
of us will have to learn English. One should learn it and be an
interpreter to the rest. I admit that such people should know
English well enough. However, we should have Hindi as the
national language to serve other purposes, for use in courts and the
central legislature. The nation will stand to suffer by the use
of any other language for such purposes. All our labour [in other
spheres] will be in vain till we recognize this truth. Hence I said
last year2 that it would have been better if the Hindi Conference
had been held in Bombay. We see that this has been done. The
Conference is to be held on the 18th, 19th and 20th.3 The president-
ship of the Conference has been accepted by Pandit Malaviya and
you should, therefore, help the Conference.4 The secretaries have
said that it will cost Rs. 10,000. By contributing something
towards this cost, you will have helped the Conference. This is
help of inferior kind. The best help will be for those who are
present here to pick up this language soon. This can be done if
you spend one hour every night, with a teacher to help you. I
shall not take more time. I hope you will think over my views,
and, if you find them right, act upon them. We often find among
us, and elsewhere, too, that we hear and approve but do not
follow up with action. It is to our benefit to act upon anything
which has appealed to us. We ensure our progress by doing so.

[From Gujarati]
Gujarati, 20-4-1919

xThe Gujarati report is defective at this point. The Hindi report of the
speech here has: "... would write to their children in English, rather than in
their own language".
2 Probably at the 8th session of the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan at Indore
on 29-3-1918, over which Gandhiji presided. Vide Vol. XIV.
3 The Hindi report says: ". . . on the 19th, the 20th and the 21st.'*
4 The Hindi report adds: "Shri Swami Shankaracharya of Karavir Peeth
has been kind enough to accept the chairmanship of the Reception Committee.*'